
2026 Pancake Day Parade Guidelines 
The Pancake Day Parade is intended to be a fun, family-friendly celebration of our community. 
We encourage creative, entertaining entries that add to the parade experience for participants 
and spectators alike. 

The Pancake Day Committee appreciates the time and effort that goes into each entry and asks 
all participants to follow these guidelines. These guidelines supersede any previous versions. 

Parade Line-Up 

●​ The parade begins promptly at 1:00 PM.  
○​ Floats can be lined up anytime after 8:30am (Enter at intersection of N. Main & 

Franklin to receive your number & further instructions) 
○​ Floats MUST be registered by 12pm or will not be allowed to participate.  
○​ Convertibles carrying honored guests & pageant contestants: Washington Street 

east of Main 
○​ Marching bands: Washington Street west of Main 

Entry Requirements 

●​ Vehicles that are not classic, antique, or novelty vehicles must either: 
○​ Be decorated to reflect the current year's Pancake Day theme or Pancake Day, 

or 
○​ Be pulling a decorated float. 

●​ Vehicles carrying Pancake Day honorees or political candidates participating in the 
parade are exempt. 

●​ Undecorated vehicles displaying only business advertising are not permitted. A business 
sign or banner alone does not qualify as a parade entry. 

Candy & Giveaways 

●​ Throwing candy or other items from vehicles is not permitted. 
●​ Candy and giveaways may only be distributed by individuals walking alongside the 

parade route. 

Float Registration & Judging 

●​ Float registrations must be submitted by the 12pm on Pancake Day to be eligible for 
judging. 

●​ Floats will be judged on appearance, theme, originality, animation, humor, and 
construction. 



 

●​ Awards: 
○​ $350 First Place and $150 Second Place in each category: 

■​ Businesses (any for-profit will compete in this category)  
■​ Churches & Schools (clubs that are affiliated with a school enter this 

category) 
■​ Clubs & Organizations 

○​ Best of Parade - $1,000 for the overall outstanding entry. 
●​ Judges' decisions are final. 

Parade Operations 

●​ Floats should provide a 12" x 12" space on each side for their assigned parade number. 
●​ Parade numbers are issued during line-up. 
●​ Except for marching bands, entries will appear in line-up order unless otherwise directed 

by the Parade Chair. 

Political Entries 

●​ The candidate must be personally present. Representatives may not participate on 
behalf of a candidate. 

●​ Campaign signs or candidate-specific signage are only permitted if the candidate 
is physically present with the entry. 

●​ Political entries may travel the parade route one time only. 
●​ Candidates must remain in their vehicle until exiting the parade route. 
●​ Campaign volunteers may walk alongside the entry and hand materials directly to 

spectators. 
●​ Signs identifying the candidate and office sought or held are permitted. 
●​ Amplified campaign speeches and excessive amplified sound are not permitted. 

Participation Standards 

The Pancake Day Parade is a family-friendly event. The Pancake Day Committee reserves the 
right to refuse, remove, or reposition any entry that: 

●​ Contains obscene, vulgar, discriminatory, threatening, or hateful language, symbols, or 
imagery. 

●​ Promotes violence or illegal activity. 
●​ Creates a safety concern. 
●​ Fails to comply with these guidelines or the direction of parade officials. 

Participation in the Pancake Day Parade is a privilege, and the Committee reserves the right to 
determine whether an entry is appropriate for the event and consistent with its family-friendly 
purpose. 
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